Coach Davis approaches the threesome to make sure everyone is all right. "It looks like we'll have to run this race again," Tom tells him. "Hey, Alabama," Sam says, but he doesn't mock Tom this time. "Why didn't you finish the race? You could easily have won it." "When I win, I want to know that it's a 'true' win." A short time later, Sam and Eddie both outrun Tom, and Tom is eliminated from further consideration. Sam offers his hand to Tom. "Good try, Alabama. Thanks for letting me have another go at it." Tom shakes Sam's hand and smiles, trying to hide his disappointment about not making the team. The following morning, many of the boys in Tom's English class are reveling in their success at making the track team. In an attempt to draw attention to themselves, several of them start to pick on Tom. "Hey, Alabama, don't you know your way around a track?" David taunts. "Or maybe a circle's just too much for you!" "Did your Mommy comfort you when she found out you're a loser, Alabama?" Greg adds. "Wow, Alabama, you're wearing your shirt untucked today," Mick observes. "Aren't you a cool dude!" "Why don't you guys just leave Alabama alone?" Sam suggests, obviously annoyed. "What's with you, Sam?" David asks him. "Maybe you're from Alabama, too, and you're just hiding your accent." "No, I'm not from Alabama!" Sam exclaims. He lowers his voice and continues, "Anyway, what if I was? Nothing's wrong with comin' from there." At the end of class, Sam slips Tom a note. It reads: "There's a computer club meeting tonight. None of these boys are in it. Call me." Alabama 21 NOTE: At Tom's school in Alabama, there had been no competition for extracurricular activities; the school was so small that clubs and sports teams typically accepted anyone who wanted to join them. Tom openly expressed his feelings of discomfort regarding the more competitive atmosphere of his new school. Aside from the computer club, he didn't participate in extracurricular activities.
Possible questions for "Alabama":
1 .
2.
Characterize Tom's initial reaction to his new school. 3 . How successfully does Tom adjust to the "culture" of his new school? 4. In which of Kohlberg's stages of moral development does Tom appear to be? Many junior high schools have a "no cuts" policy with regard to extracurricu-lar activities: in other words, teams and clubs accept anyone who wants to join 5 . them. Do you think that this is a good idea? Why or why not? It is not unusual for students at this age to make jokes at someone else's expense. As a teacher, what should you do if you hear such teasing in your classroom? 6 . As a teacher, how might you help Tom make friends at his new school?
